
WARDS AFFECTED: PARK                                   LICENSING COMMITTEE 
                                                24 march 2003                                    

  
REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
 
APPLICATION FOR SEX ESTABLISHMENT LICENCE  
60 GOOSEGATE, HOCKLEY, NOTTINGHAM 
 
 
1.0 SUMMARY  
 
1.1 This report outlines an application for a Sex Establishment Licence. The applicant is 

Bright Light Leisure Ltd, 203 Parkers House, 48 Regent Street, Cambridge.  
 
2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1 IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT the Committee determine the application having regard to 

the submission made by the applicant, the comments made by the consultees and the 
representations made by interested parties. 

 
3.0 BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 The application relates to premises on the fringe of the City’s Lace Market area, which is 

a busy and growing part of the City that is popular with inner city residential developers. 
The area currently has a number of residents and also has a thriving commercial base 
that consists of both daytime shopping and late night leisure. 

 
3.2 The premises are currently used as a general goods retail shop. A plan of the location of 

the premises is attached to this report. An application for a Sex Establishment was 
recently granted by the Council for nearby premises at 30-32 Goosegate. 

 
4.0 PROPOSALS 
 
4.1 The applicant has submitted an outline of his proposals to operate the shop including a 

substantial section of data and information in support of his application. This data and 
supporting information is available to the Committee at the meeting. The applicant has 
also advertised the application as required.  

5.0 LOCATION 

5.1 Members should have regard to the character of the relevant locality and the use to 
which any premises in the vicinity are put.  The attached map illustrates the existing 
residential development in the area, together with those buildings for which planning 
permission for residential development exists.  In addition, Members will be aware of 
notable premises in the vicinity; New College Nottingham, the National Ice Arena, Notts 
Careers Service, Notts County Council Youth shop and Megazone amongst them. 

 
 5.2 The premises have no identified schools in the vicinity.  The premises are surrounded 

predominantly by retail properties including restaurants, bars and clothing outlets.  There 
are a small number of flats opposite, and the surrounding streets contain a small 
proportion of residential accommodation.  The immediate vicinity is predominantly retail. 



6.0      STANDARD CONDITIONS APPLICABLE TO SEX ESTABLISHMENTS 

1. No-one shall be admitted to the premises who is, or appears to be, under the age of 18. 
 
2. The licensee or some responsible person nominated by him in writing for the purpose 

shall be in charge of and present on the premises while they are open to the public.  
 
3. No change from a sex shop to a sex cinema or vice versa may be made without prior 

consent in writing of the City Council.  
 
4. There shall be maintained to the satisfaction of the City Council in all windows of the 

licensed premises a window display which shall not include any sex articles or other 
indecent matter. 

 
5. No sex articles shall be so displayed within the premises as to be visible to passers by, 

whether the doors are open or closed. 
 
6. For the purposes of Conditions 4 and 5 “sex article” has the meaning assigned to it in 

paragraph 4 of Schedule 3 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
1982. 

 
7. No person under the age of 18 shall be employed on the premises. 
 
7.0      LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
7.1  The Committee has a discretion as to whether to grant or renew a sex establishment 

licence. The Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 lays down specific 
provisions as to the grounds upon which a refusal can be made. The Act specifically 
prohibits the granting of a licence to:- 

 

• any person under the age of 18; 

• a person who has had a sex establishment licence revoked within the last 12 months; 

• a person who has not lived in the U.K for the 6 months prior to the application being 
made; 

• a company not incorporated in the U.K; 

• a person who has been refused a licence in the last 12 months, (either on initial grant or 
renewal,) in respect of the application premises; 

 
7.2 The Committee can only refuse a licence on the following grounds:- 

• that the applicant is unsuitable to hold the licence by reason of having been convicted of 
an offence or for any other reason; 

• that if the licence were to be granted, renewed or transferred the business to which it 
relates would be managed by or carried on for the benefit of a person other than the 
applicant who would be refused the grant, renewal or transfer of such a licence if he 
made the application himself; 

• that the number of sex establishments in the relevant locality at the time the application is 
made is equal to or exceeds the number which the authority consider is appropriate for 
that locality; 

• that the grant or renewal of the licence would be inappropriate having regard –  
i. to the character of the relevant locality; or 
ii. to the use to which any premises in the vicinity are put; 
iii. to the layout character or condition of the premises in respect of which              

the application is made. Particular regard should therefore be had to the above 
matter when considering the application. 

 



8.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 None 
 
9.0 REPRESENTATIONS RECEIVED 
9.1 Consultation has taken place with the relevant organisations and the comments of the 

Police, Director of Social Services, Fire Officer and Health and Safety Officer are 
attached in the appendices to this report. 

 
9.2 Eleven letters of objection to the grant of the licence have been received and are 

available for the Committee at the meeting. The grounds raised by the objectors are that 
one such establishment exists already in the vicinity, the inappropriateness of the locality 
and the effect on local residents.  

 
9.3 No letters in support of the application have been received. 
 
10.0 EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS 
 None 

 
11.0 List of background papers other than published works or those disclosing 

confidential or exempt information 

• Application dated 3 December 2002. 

• Letters from the applicant dated 2 December 2002 plus plan and photographs, 6 
December 2003,6 January 2003,  7 January 2003, 22 February 2003.  

• Data and information bundle ‘Vital Statistics 2001 – The National Gay Men’s Sex Survey, 
Area Sub-sample Data Report (August 2002), Trent Strategic Health Authority’. 

• Memo from Health and Safety Officer dated 16 December 2002 plus photographs. 

• Letter from Social Services received 18 December 2002. 

• Memo from Planning Applications and Advice dated 18 December 2002. 

• Letter from Notts Police dated 14 January 2003 plus attachements. 

• Letter from Notts Fire service dated 23 December 2002. 

• Memo from Trading Standards dated 20 December 2002. 
 
12.0 CRIME & DISORDER IMPLICATIONS 

Licensing for Sex Establishments is an opportunity for the City Council to work in 
partnership with the Police to reduce the risk of crime and disorder occurring both within 
and immediately outside licensed premises, having regard to the effect of the proposals 
on both customers and residents. 
 

13.0 Copyright Acknowledgement 
Nottingham City Council has adopted a policy of making agendas and reports available 
for public inspection by electronic means.  Where material from sources other than the 
City Council is reproduced either in whole or in part as part of a Committee report, 
copyright of such material is acknowledged. 
 
Where the copyright holder of such material objects to the practice of its further 
publication for viewing by electronic means, they should contact the officer(s) named 
below in the first instance who will arrange for its removal. 
 

BARRY HORNE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

 

Lawrence House, Talbot Street, Nottingham 
Contact Officer: Tim Coulson, Service Manager – Food & Licensing 
Telephone Number: 0115 915 6776 
E-mail: general.licensing@nottinghamcity.gov.uk 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 


